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prescribed time, see the provisions of 
§ 301.6651–1 of this chapter (Regulations 
on Procedure and Administration). 
In any case where the use of Form W- 
2 is required from the purpose of mak-
ing a return or reporting information, 
such requirement may be satisfied by 
submitting the information required by 
such form on magnetic tape or by other 
media, provided that the prior consent 
of the Commissioner of Social Security 
(or other authorized officer or em-
ployee thereof has been obtained. 

(c) Signing and verification. For provi-
sions relating to the signing of returns, 
see § 31.6061–1. For provisions relating 
to the verifying of returns, see 
§ 31.6065(a)–1. 

(d) Reporting of identifying numbers. 
For provisions relating to the report-
ing of identifying number on returns 
required under the regulations in this 
part, see § 31.6109–1. 

(68A Stat. 747, 26 U.S.C. 6051; and 68A Stat. 
917, 26 U.S.C. 7805) 

[T.D. 6516, 25 FR 13032, Dec. 20, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6606, 27 FR 8516, Aug. 25, 
1962; T.D. 6883, 31 FR 6590, May 3, 1966; T.D. 
7276, 38 FR 11345, May 7, 1973; T.D. 7396, 41 FR 
1904, Jan. 13, 1976; T.D. 7580, 43 FR 60159, Dec. 
26, 1978] 

§ 31.6011(a)–8 Composite return in lieu 
of specified form. 

The Commissioner may authorize the 
use, at the option of the employer, of a 
composite return in lieu of any form 
specified in this part for use by an em-
ployer, subject to such conditions, lim-
itations, and special rules governing 
the preparation, execution, filing, and 
correction thereof as the Commissioner 
may deem appropriate. Such composite 
return shall consist of a form pre-
scribed ty the Commissioner and an at-
tachment or attachments of magnetic 
tape or other approved media. Notwith-
standing any provisions in this part to 
the contrary, a single form and attach-
ment may comprise the returns of 
more than one employer. To the extent 
that the use of a compsoite return has 
been authorized by the Commissioner, 
references in this part to a specific 
form for use by the employer shall be 
deemed to refer also to a composite re-
turn under this section. 

[T.D. 7200, 37 FR 16544, Aug. 16, 1972] 

§ 31.6011(a)–9 Instructions to forms 
control as to which form is to be 
used. 

Notwithstanding provisions in this 
part which specify the use of a par-
ticular form for a return or other docu-
ment required by this part, the use of a 
different form may be required by the 
latter form’s instructions. In such case, 
the latter form shall be completed in 
accordance with its instructions. 

[T.D. 7351, 40 FR 17145, Apr. 17, 1975] 

§ 31.6011 (a)–10 Instructions to forms 
may waive filing requirement in 
case of no liability tax returns. 

Notwithstanding provisions in this 
part which require that a tax return be 
filed, the instructions to the form on 
which a return of tax is otherwise re-
quired by this part to be made may 
waive such requirement with respect to 
a particular class or classes of no li-
ability tax returns. Returns in a class 
for which such requirement has been so 
waived need not be made. 

This Treasury decision is not adverse 
to any taxpayer. For this reason, it is 
found unnecessary to issue this Treas-
ury decision with notice and public 
procedure under subsection (b) of sec-
tion 553 of title 5 of the United States 
Code or subject to the effective date 
limitation of subsection (d) of that sec-
tion. 

[T.D. 8229, 53 FR 35811, Sept. 15, 1988] 

§ 31.6011(b)–1 Employers’ identifica-
tion numbers. 

(a) Requirement of application—(1) In 
general—(i) Before October 1, 1962. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (b) of 
this section, every employer who on 
any day after December 31, 1954, and 
before October 1, 1962, has in his em-
ploy one or more individuals in em-
ployment for wages subject to the 
taxes imposed by the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act, but who prior to 
such day neither has been assigned an 
identification number nor has applied 
therefor, shall make an application on 
Form SS–4 for an identification num-
ber. 

(ii) On or after October 1, 1962. Except 
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, every employer who on any day 
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